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NEW ULM - Jamie Hoffmann said that he was "pretty disappointed" when New York manager Joe Girardi told him Monday that he had been released by the Yankees.

"I know that they have to offer me back to the Dodgers because that is how the Rule 5 (draft) works," Hoffmann said. "So that is where I am going now. I am flying to Phoenix (Tuesday). I am obviously disappointed - it would have been a great opportunity to play in New York and play in the big leagues. That is my goal to do that as soon as possible. But I guess that it was not the right fit there. So all that I can do is keep working hard and hope that it works out in L.A."

Hoffmann said that Girardi and General Manager Brian Cashman told him that the Yankees were paring down.

"He (Girardi) told me that I hoped that I had gotten a fair shot at making the team and that it was real quick," Hoffmann said. "He said that it was a tough time to come in for two weeks and try and impress everybody. He told me that he likes the way that I worked on and off the field - he said that I had a lot of potential. But unfortunately they need someone right now and that I still need some development."

Hoffmann said that he did not have an inkling that he was going to be released by the Yankees.

"I was feeling real good,' he said. "I started to feel like myself the last week or so and was getting into the swing of things. I was feeling comfortable at the plate again. I was on the upside so I am going to keep with that with the Dodgers organization. I will not take too many days off to get back into the swing of things."

He said that several Yankee coaches and players wished him well.

"They told me that I have a lot of talent, that I work hard and am smart," he said. "They said that this is just how the game works and to not get down on myself and to go to L.A. and take advantage of things there."

He said that he has no mixed feelings about going back to the Dodgers.

"There are a lot of business parts to this game that you do not really learn until you go through it," he said. "You cannot take anything personal. That is not the way that it works - I am happy to probably be in Albuquerque (Dodgers' AAA team) to start and we will see how it goes. I will work my tail off and get back to the big leagues - that is my goal."

Hoffmann said that it is tough going from one organization to another in a short time span.

"This is the first experience with this that I have had and it is a learning experience for me," Hoffmann said. "I am just taking it all in and trying to look at it in a positive way. That is all that you can do. If you start to look at things negatively, you will not have a lot of success. I am just trying to take the good from it and move on."

Hoffmann said that he needs to work on having a more consistent approach at the plate.

"My defense has gone well," he said. "I want to prove to people that I can hit for average and hopefully I can get more power."

He said that he had talked to his agent about the Dodgers' outfield situation.

"I do not think that it has changed too much," Hoffmann said. "They have signed Reed Johnson and Manny (Ramirez) is there for another year. So it all depends on what happens this year but I was the last outfielder going into camp last year with the Dodgers so we will see what happens."

